
1

SELECTED PROVISIONS FROM MISCELLANEOUS
HIGHWAY ACTS





3

SECTION 108(b) OF THE FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY ACT OF 1956

(Public Law 84–627; 70 Stat. 378)

SEC. 108. NATIONAL SYSTEM OF INTERSTATE AND DEFENSE HIGH-
WAYS.

* * * * * * *
(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For the purpose of

expediting the construction, reconstruction, or improvement, inclu-
sive of necessary bridges and tunnels, of the Interstate System, in-
cluding extensions thereof through urban areas, designated in ac-
cordance with the provisions of subsection (d) of section 103 of title
23, United States Code, there is hereby authorized to be appro-
priated the additional sum of $1,000,000,000 for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1957, which sum shall be in addition to the au-
thorization heretofore made for that year, the additional sum of
$1,700,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1958, the addi-
tional sum of $2,200,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1959, the additional sum of $2,500,000,000 for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1960, the additional sum of $1,800,000,000 for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1961, the additional sum of
$2,200,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1962, the addi-
tional sum of $2,400,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1963, the additional sum of $2,600,000,000 for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1964, the additional sum of $2,700,000,000 for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1965, the additional sum of
$2,800,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1966, the addi-
tional sum of $3,000,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1967, the additional sum of $3,400,000,000 for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1968, the additional sum of $3,800,000,000 for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1969, the additional sum of
$4,000,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1970, the addi-
tional sum of $4,000,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1971, the additional sum of $4,000,000,000 for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1972, the additional sum of $4,000,000,000 for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1973, the additional sum of
$2,600,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1974, the addi-
tional sum of $3,000,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1975, the additional sum of $3,000,000,000 for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1976, the additional sum of $3,250,000,000 for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1977, the additional sum of
$3,250,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1978, the
additional sum of $3,250,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1979, the additional sum of $3,250,000,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1980, the additional sum of
$3,500,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1981, the
additional sum of $3,500,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1982, the additional sum of $3,200,000,000 for the fiscal
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year ending September 30, 1983, the additional sum of
$4,000,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1984, the
additional sum of $4,000,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1985, the additional sum of $4,000,000,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1986, the additional sum of
$4,000,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1987, the
additional sum of $3,000,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1988, the additional sum of $3,150,000,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1989, the additional sum of
$3,150,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1990, the
additional sum of $3,150,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1991, the additional sum of $3,150,000,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1992, the additional sum of
$1,800,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1993, the
additional sum of $1,800,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1994, the additional sum of $1,800,000,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1995, and the additional sum of
$1,800,000,000, reduced by the amount made available under sec-
tion 1045(b)(1)(B) of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Effi-
ciency Act of 1991, for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1996.
Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to authorize the ap-
propriation of any sums to carry out section 131, 136, or 319(b) of
title 23, United States Code, or any provision of law relating to
highway safety enacted after May 1, 1966. Beginning with funds
authorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 1980, no such funds
shall be available for projects to expand or clear zones immediately
adjacent to the paved roadway of routes designed prior to February
1967. Effective on and after the date of enactment of this sentence,
the obligation of funds authorized by this subsection, except for ad-
vance construction interstate projects approved before the date of
enactment of this sentence, shall be limited to the construction nec-
essary to provide a minimum level of acceptable service on the
Interstate System which shall consist of (1) full access control; (2)
a pavement design to accommodate the types and volumes of traffic
anticipated for the twenty-year period from date of authorization of
the initial basic construction contract; (3) essential environmental
requirements; (4) a design of not more than six lanes (exclusive of
high occupancy vehicle lanes) in rural areas and all urbanized
areas under four hundred thousand population, and up to eight
lanes (exclusive of high occupancy vehicle lanes) in urbanized areas
of four hundred thousand population or more as shown in the 1980
Federal census; and (5) those high occupancy vehicle lanes (includ-
ing approaches and all directly related facilities) included in the
interstate cost estimate for fiscal year 1981. The obligation of funds
authorized by this subsection shall be further limited to the actual
costs of only those design concepts, locations, geometrics, and other
construction features included in the 1981 interstate cost estimate,
except in any case where the Secretary of Transportation deter-
mines that a provision of Federal law requires a different design,
location, geometric, or other construction feature of a type author-
ized by this subsection. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, including any other provision of this subsection, where a
project is to be constructed (1) to provide parking garage ramps in
conjunction with high occupancy vehicle lanes which flow into a



5 Sec. 108FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY ACT OF 1956

distributor system emptying directly into ramps for off-street park-
ing with preferential parking for carpools, vanpools, and buses and
the ramps are part of an environmental mitigation effort and are
designed to feed into an aerial walkway system, or (2) to provide
a parking lot near the terminus of an Interstate System spur route
which radiates from an Interstate System beltway which will be
used as an intermodal transfer facility for a light rail transit
project to be constructed in the median of the spur route and the
parking lot is part of an environmental mitigation effort, or (3) to
provide a parking garage and associated facilities as part of an
intermodal transfer facility with a transit system near or within an
Interstate System route right-of-way which will have direct and in-
direct access to the facility by way of local streets and the parking
garage and associated facilities are part of an environmental miti-
gation effort, or (4) to provide for the comprehensive upgrading of
existing high occupancy vehicle lanes, new ramps and parking fa-
cilities at mass transit intermodal transfer points on an existing
Interstate System route which has temporary high occupancy vehi-
cle lanes in the median and the parking facilities and ramps are
part of an environmental mitigation effort, the costs of such park-
ing garage ramps, parking lots, parking garages, associated inter-
change ramps, high occupancy vehicle lanes, and other associated
work eligible under title 23, United States Code, shall be eligible
for funds authorized by this subsection as if the costs for these
projects were included in the 1981 interstate cost estimate and
shall be included as eligible projects in any future interstate cost
estimate. For purposes of this subsection, construction necessary to
provide a minimum level of acceptable service on the Interstate
System shall include, but not be limited to, any construction on the
Interstate System which is required under a court order issued be-
fore the date of enactment of this sentence. Notwithstanding the
fifth sentence of this subsection, the costs of a project which will
upgrade an interstate route and will complete a gap on the Inter-
state System providing access to an international airport and
which was described as the preferred alternative in a final environ-
mental impact statement submitted to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation on September 30, 1983, shall be eligible for funds authorized
by this subsection as if such costs were included in the 1981 inter-
state cost estimate and shall be included as eligible costs in any fu-
ture interstate cost estimate, except that (1) such costs may be fur-
ther developed in the design and environmental process under nor-
mal Federal-aid interstate procedures, and (2) the amount of such
costs shall not include the portion of the project between High
Street and Causeway Street.



6

FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY ACT OF 1973

* * * * * * *

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT—RAILROAD-HIGHWAY CROSSINGS

SEC. 163. (a)(1) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter
into such arrangements as may be necessary to carry out dem-
onstration projects in Lincoln, Nebraska, Wheeling, West Virginia,
and Elko, Nevada, for the relocation of railroad lines from the cen-
tral area of the cities in conformance with the methodology devel-
oped under proposals submitted to the Secretary by the respective
cities. The cities shall (1) have a local agency with legal authority
to relocate railroad facilities, levy taxes for such purpose, and a
record of prior accomplishment; and (2) have a current relocation
plan for such lines which has a favorable benefit-cost ratio involv-
ing and having the unanimous approval of three or more class 1
railroads in Lincoln, Nebraska, and the two class 1 railroads in
Wheeling, West Virginia, and Elko, Nevada, and multicivic, local,
and State agencies, and which provides for the elimination of a
substantial number of the existing railway-road conflict points
within the city.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration
project in Lafayette, Indiana, for relocation of railroad lines from
the central area of the city. There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out this paragraph $360,000 for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1975.

(b) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project for the elimination or protection of certain public
ground level rail-highway crossings in, or the vicinity of, Spring-
field, Illinois.

(c) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out demonstration
projects in Brownsville, Texas, and Matamoros, Mexico, for the re-
location of railroad lines from the central area of the cities in con-
formance with the methodology developed under proposals sub-
mitted to the Secretary by the Brownsville Navigation District, pro-
viding for the construction of an international bridge and for the
elimination of a substantial number of existing railway-road con-
flict points within the cities.

(d) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration
project in East Saint Louis, Illinois, for the relocation of rail lines
between Thirteenth and Forty-third Streets, in accordance with
method-ology approved by the Secretary. The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall carry out a demonstration project for the relocation
of rail lines in the vicinity of Carbondale, Illinois.
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1 Section 346 of the Department of Transportation and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
1988 (P.L. 100–202) amended subsection (n) by adding the except clause without specification
as to the placement of such clause. The period preceeding ‘‘except’’ was in the original. See sec-
tion 148(a) of P.L. 100–17, 101 Stat. 181.

(e) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such ar-
rangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration
project in New Albany, Indiana, for the elimination of the existing
rail loop and relocation of rail lines to a location between Vin-
cennes Street and East Eighth Street, in accordance with method-
ology approved by the Secretary.

(f) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out demonstra-
tion projects for the construction of an overpass at the rail-highway
grade crossing on Cottage Grove Avenue between One Hundred
Forty-second Street and One Hundred Thirty-eighth Street in the
village of Dolton, Illinois, and the construction of an overpass at
the rail-highway grade crossing at Vermont Street and the Rock Is-
land Railroad tracks in the city of Blue Island, Illinois.

(g) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project for the elmination of the ground level railroad
highway crossing on United States Route 69 in Greenville, Texas.

(h) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project in Anoka, Minnesota, for the construction of an
underpass at the Seventh Avenue and County Road 7 railroad-
highway grade crossing.

(i) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project in Metairie, Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, for the
relocation or grade separation of rail lines whichever he deems
most feasible in order to emiminate certain grade level railroad
highway crossings.

(j) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such
arrangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration
project in Augusta, Georgia, for the relocation of railroad lines and
for the purpose of eliminating highway railroad grade crossings.

(k) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such
arrangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration
project in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, for the relocation of railroad lines
for the purpose of eliminating highway railroad grade crossings.

(l) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out a dem-
onstration project in Sherman, Texas, for the relocation of rail lines
in order to eliminate the ground level railroad crossing at the
crossing of the Southern Pacific and Frisco Railroads with Grand
Avenue-Roberts Road.

(m) The Secretary of Transportation shall enter into such
arrangements as may be necessary to carry out a demonstration
project in Hammond, Indiana, for the relocation of railroad lines for
the purposes of eliminating highway railroad grade crossings.

(n) The Federal share payable on account of such projects shall
be the Federal share provided in section 120(a) of title 23, United
States Code, 1. except those railroad-highway crossings segments
which are already engaged in or have completed the preparation of
the plans, specifications and estimates (PS&E) for the construction
of the segment involved shall retain the Federal share as specified
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in subsection 163(n) as amended by section 134 of the Surface
Transportation Assistance Act of 1978.

(o) The Secretary shall make biennial reports and a final re-
port to the President and the Congress with respect to his activities
pursuant to this section.

(p) There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion (other than subsection (q)) not to exceed $15,000,000 for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1974, $25,000,000 for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1975, and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1976, $6,250,000, for the period beginning July 1, 1976,
and ending September 30, 1976, $26,400,000 for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1977, $51,400,000 for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1978, $70,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1979, and $90,000,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1980, $100,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1981, and $100,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1982, and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30
1983, and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1984 and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1985, and $50,000,000 for the fiscal year year ending September
30, 1986, and $15,000,000 per fiscal year for each of fiscal years
1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994, except that not
more than two-thirds of all funds authorized and expended under
authority of this section in any fiscal year shall be appropriated out
of the Highway Trust fund. Notwithstanding any other provision of
this section, any project which is not under construction, according
to the Secretary of Transportation, by September 30, 1985, shall
not be eligible for additional funds under this authorization.

(q) The Secretary, in cooperation with State highway depart-
ments and local officials, shall conduct a full and complete inves-
tigation and study of the problem of providing increased highway
safety by the relocation of railroad lines from the central area of
cities on a nationwide basis, and report to the Congress his rec-
ommendations resulting from such investigation and study not
later than July 1, 1975, including an estimate of the cost of such
a program. Funds authorized to carry out section 307 of title 23,
United States Code, are authorized to be used to carry out the
investigation and study required by this subsection.

* * * * * * *
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SECTION 209 OF THE HIGHWAY SAFETY ACT OF 1978

HIGHWAY SAFETY EDUCATION AND INFORMATION

SEC. 209. (a) The Secretary of Transportation shall carry out
six pilot projects designed, through the use of television and radio,
to develop and evaluate techniques, methods, and practices to
achieve maximum measurable effectiveness in reducing traffic acci-
dents, injuries, and deaths.

(b) Each pilot project authorized by this section shall be in op-
eration not later than the one hundred and eightieth day after the
date of the first appropriation of funds made under authority of
this section, and shall be conducted for a one-year period. Not later
than the ninetieth day after the end of each such one-year period,
the Secretary of Transportation shall report to Congress the results
of such project, including, but not limited to, an evaluation of the
effectiveness of such project and a statistical analysis of the traffic
accidents and fatalities within the project area during such one-
year period.

(c) There is authorized to be appropriated, out of the Highway
Trust Fund, to carry out subsections (a) and (b) of this section,
$6,000,000, to remain available until expended.

(d) NATIONAL HIGHWAY SAFETY CAMPAIGN.—Utilizing those
techniques, methods, and practices determined most effective under
subsection (b), the Secretary of Transportation shall conduct a na-
tional highway safety campaign utilizing the local and national tel-
evision and radio to educate and inform the public of techniques,
methods, and practices to reduce the number and severity of high-
way accidents. Not later than the 180th day after the date of sub-
mission of the first report to Congress required by subsection (b)
of this section, the Secretary shall commence the conduct of such
campaign.

(e) Such campaign is authorized to be conducted in cooperation
with interested government and nongovernment authorities, agen-
cies, organizations, institutions, businesses, and individuals, and
shall utilize to the extent possible nongovernmental professional or-
ganizations equipped and experienced to conduct such campaign.

(f) The Secretary of Transportation shall engage such private
firms or organizations as he determines necessary to conduct an
on-going evaluation of the national campaign authorized by sub-
section (d) of this section to determine ways and means for encour-
aging the participation and cooperation of television and radio sta-
tion licensees, for measuring audience reactions to on-going high-
way safety programming for evaluating the effectiveness of such
programs in terms of the number of lives saved and the reduction
in injuries, and for the purpose of developing new programs for the
promotion of highway safety. Such evaluation shall include deter-
minations of those programs designed to encourage the voluntary
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use of safety belts which are most effective and shall include rec-
ommendations for new methods and approaches which will result
in greater voluntary utilization of safety belts by the public.

(g) The Secretary of Transportation shall submit a report to
the Congress on July 1 of each year in which the campaign is in
progress on the results of such evaluation and on the steps being
taken by the Secretary of Transportation to implement the rec-
ommendations of such evaluation.

(h) For the purpose of carrying out subsections (d), (e), (f), and
(g) of this section, there is authorized to be appropriated out of the
Highway Trust Fund, $10,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. None of the amounts authorized by this subsection shall be
available for obligation for any education or information program
conducted in connection with the implementation of Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standard 208 (49 C.F.R. 571.208).

(i) All provisions of chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code,
that are applicable to Federal-aid primary highway funds, other
than provisions relating to the apportionment formula and provi-
sions limiting the expenditure of such funds to the Federal-aid sys-
tems, shall apply to the funds authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section except as determined by the Secretary to be
inconsistent with this section and except that the funds authorized
to be appropriated to carry out this section shall not be subject to
any obligation limitation.
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SELECTED PROVISIONS OF THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1982

* * * * * * *

BUY AMERICA

SEC. 165. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary of Transportation shall not obligate any funds authorized
to be appropriated by this Act or by any Act amended by this Act
or, after the date of enactment of this Act, any funds authorized
to be appropriated to carry out this Act, title 23, United States
Code, or the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1978 and ad-
ministered by the Department of Transportation, unless steel, iron,
and manufactured products used in such project are produced in
the United States.

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not
apply where the Secretary finds—

(1) that their application would be inconsistent with the
public interest;

(2) that such materials and products are not produced in
the United States in sufficient and reasonably available quan-
tities and of a satisfactory quality; or

(4) that inclusion of domestic material will increase the
cost of the overall project contract by more than 25 percent.
(c) For purposes of this section, in calculating components’

costs, labor costs involved in final assembly shall not be included
in the calculation.

(d) The Secretary of Transportation shall not impose any limi-
tation or condition on assistance provided under this Act, the Sur-
face Transportation Assistance Act of 1978, or title 23, United
States Code, which restricts any State from imposing more strin-
gent requirements than this section on the use of articles, mate-
rials, and supplies mined, produced, or manufactured in foreign
countries in projects carried out with such assistance or restricts
any recipient of such assistance from complying with such State
imposed requirements.

(e) REPORT ON WAIVERS.—By January 1, 1995, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the purchases from foreign
entities waived under subsection (b) in fiscal years 1992 and 1993,
indicating the dollar value of items for which waivers were granted
under subsection (b).

(f) INTENTIONAL VIOLATIONS.—If it has been determined by a
court or Federal agency that any person intentionally—

(1) affixed a label bearing a ‘‘Made in America’’ inscription,
or any inscription with the same meaning, to any product used
in projects to which this section applies, sold in or shipped to
the United States that was not made in the United States; or
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(2) represented that any product used in projects to which
this section applies, sold in or shipped to the United States
that was not produced in the United States, was produced in
the United States;

that person shall be ineligible to receive any contract or sub-
contract made with funds authorized under the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 pursuant to the debarment,
suspension, and ineligibility procedures in subpart 9.4 of chapter 1
of title 48, Code of Federal Regulations.

(g) LIMITATION ON APPLICABILITY OF WAIVERS TO PRODUCTS
PRODUCED IN CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.—If the Secretary, in
consultation with the United States Trade Representative, deter-
mines that—

(1) a foreign country is a party to an agreement with the
United States and pursuant to that agreement the head of an
agency of the United States has waived the requirements of
this section, and

(2) the foreign country has violated the terms of the agree-
ment by discriminating against products covered by this sec-
tion that are produced in the United States and are covered by
the agreement,

the provisions of subsection (b) shall not apply to products pro-
duced in that foreign country.

* * * * * * *
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SECTION 109 OF DIVISION C OF THE OMNIBUS CONSOLIDATED AND
EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1999

(Public Law 105–277; 112 Stat. 2681–584)

OPERATION OF TRAILERS

SEC. 109. (a) REGISTRATION OF TRAILERS.—A State that re-
quires annual registration of container chassis and the apportion-
ment of fees for such registrations in accordance with the Inter-
national Registration Plan (as defined under section 31701 of title
49, United States Code) shall not limit the operation, or require the
registration, in the State of a container chassis (or impose fines or
penalties on the operation of a container chassis for being operated
in the State without a registration issued by the State) if such
chassis—

(1) is registered under the laws of another State; and
(2) is operating under a trip permit issued by the State.

(b) LIMITATION ON REGISTRATION OF TRAILERS.—A State de-
scribed in subsection (a) may not deny the use of trip permits for
the operation in the State of a container chassis that is registered
under the laws of another State.

(c) SAFETY REGULATION.—This section shall apply to registra-
tion requirements only and shall not affect the ability of the State
to regulate for safety.

(d) PENALTIES.—No State described in subsection (a), political
subdivision of such a State, or person may impose or collect any
fee, penalty, fine, or other form of damages which is based in whole
or in part upon the nonpayment of a State registration fee (includ-
ing related weight and licensing fees assessed as part of registra-
tion) attributable to a container chassis operated in the State (and
registered in another State) before the date of enactment of this
Act, unless it is shown by the State, political subdivision, or person
that such container chassis was not operated in the State under a
trip permit issued by the State.

(e) CONTAINER CHASSIS DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘‘container chassis’’ means a trailer, semi-trailer, or auxiliary axle
used exclusively for the transportation of ocean shipping con-
tainers.


